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Thursday, January 14th
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15.00
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16.00

16.30

17.00

17.30

Introduction by Antonia Villinger (Modern German Literature,
Bamberg), Sinah Klof3 (Social and Cultural Anthropology, Bonn)
and Gunter Blamberger (Modern German Literature, Cologne)

Keynote: Sallie Han (Social and Cultural Anthropology, Oneonta,
NY) The Climate of Pregnancy

Coffee Break

Tanja Stéhler (European Philosophy, Brighton) Carrying a World
Inside While Finding One’s Own World Turned Upside Down

Claire E. Scott (German Studies, Gambier, OH) Threatening
Maternal Bodies: Annegret Soltau’s Performances of Pregnancy

Coffee Break

Christine Kanz (Modern German Literature, Linz) On Producing
Male Mothers: Figurations of Male Birth in the Historical
Avantgarde

Sally Hines (Sociology, Sheffield) Trans Pregnancy: An Internatio-
nal Exploration of Transmasculine Practices of Reproduction

Friday, January 15th

14.00

14.30

15.00

15.30

16.00

Eva Sénger (Sociology, Cologne) Sharing Sonograms: Visuality,
Affect and Prenatal Sociality

Julia Gerstewitz (Sociology, Gieflen) Embodying Pregnancy: The
Interpretation of Nutrition and Food during the Status Passage to
Motherhood

Coffee Break

Lisa Malich (History of Knowledge in Psychology, Liibeck) The
Nest of the Uterus and the Nest of the Family: A History of

Nesting during Human Pregnancy

Final Discussion

Due to COVID-19, this event takes place online via Zoom. All guests are
welcome. For the registration please contact Antonia Villinger (antonia.
villinger[at]uni-koeln.de).




This two-day workshop focuses on the topic of pregnant bodies
and the relation between biographies, gendered life-writing and
embodied pregnancy. Bodies are in a constant process of
transformation and change. They are neither fixed entities nor
simply objects, and may be regarded as projects that are
constantly in the process of becoming and un-becoming. They
are experienced by social actors with various intersectional
identities, are represented and narrated in public and private
contexts. Among the periods and stages in which bodies are
particularly discussed in terms of their transformative capacity
and reproductive qualities is pregnancy.

Pregnant bodies experience themselves as both facilitators and
participants in a creative and transformative process, and
engage in a dialectic relationship with the ‘unborn’. Depending
on the various perspectives, the unborn may be interpreted as
fetus, child, body, life, etc. Out of this intimate relationship arise
different gendered configurations; for example, the processes of
(re)producing bodies/subjects establish and transform relation-
ships and hierarchical structures among the social actors
involved, producing ‘mothers’, ‘fathers’ and ‘children’. Further,
pregnant bodies are often considered to be sites of public
interest, as is shown by the current debates about, for example,
abortion and (single and trans) parenthood; they are policed,
medicalized and/or essentialized in different cultural contexts.
Embodied experiences of pregnancy have also been transformed,
for example by the different technological visualizations of the
unborn, e.g. the development of fetal ultrasound imaging.
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