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Reinventing “The invention of tradition”?  
Indigenous pasts and the Roman present

Workshop 14th–15th November 2013

	 thursday, November 14th

16.30	 Welcome & Introduction
 	 Dietrich Boschung (Cologne), Alexandra W. Busch (Rom) 

and Miguel John Versluys (Leiden)

	T heoretical introductions. Processes of the invention 
of tradition in past and present: four case studies 

17.00	 �Michael Zelle (Detmold) Arminius – Cheruskerfürst 
und deutscher Held. Zur Rezeptionsgeschichte 
einer antiken Figur in der Neuzeit

17.45	 ��Andreas Niehaus (Gent) The political dimension of 
performing “Japanese tradition”

19.00	 Keynote Lecture
	�H artmut Leppin (Frankfurt) From traditions to 
	 tradition: The invention of church history

In cooperation with Leiden University, Faculty of Archaeology and
Deutsches Archäologisches Institut (DAI), Abteilung Rom

Venue Internationales Kolleg Morphomata, Universität zu Köln, 
Weyertal 59 (Back Building: Third Floor), 50937 Köln
Concept Dietrich Boschung, Alexandra W. Busch, Miguel John Versluys 
Contact Regina Esser (resser[at]uni-koeln.de)

friday, November 15th

09.00	 Katja Sporn (Athen) Vergangenheit in der Gegenwart: 
	 Spurensuche in der griechischen Antike

	B etween Egypt, the Orient and Greece: 
	 Rome and its (invented) traditions  

09.45	M iguel John Versluys (Leiden) Haunting traditions. 
	 The material presence of Egypt in the Roman 

world
11.00	 �Michael Sommer (Oldenburg) Through the looking 

glass – Zenobia and ‘Orientalism’
11.45	 �Onno van Nijf (Groningen) Re-inventing agonistic 
	 traditions: Greek festival culture under Rome

	I nvented, forgotten and continuing traditions 
	 in the Roman West

13.45	 Alexandra W. Busch (Rom) Back to the roots? 
	 Indigenous pasts and the Roman present in 
	 north-western Europe
14.30	 �Peter S. Wells (Minneapolis/St. Paul) Indigenous forms, 

styles, and practices in provincial Roman Europe: 
continuity, resistance, or reinvention? 

15.45	 �David Fontijn (Leiden) Im Westen nichts Neues? 
	 Cultural attitudes towards prehistoric ritual sites 
	 in the Roman West
16.30	 �Sabine Rieckhoff (Leipzig) Macht – Kommunikation – 

Identität: Gallische Heiligtümer von frühkeltischer 
	 bis in spätrömische Zeit 
17.15	�H ella Eckardt (Reading) Indigenous and migrant 

identities in Britain – memories of home and 
	 Roman diasporas?


